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Maricopa County Attorney’s Office 

Environmental Snapshot 
 

• Maricopa County covers 9,200 square miles 
• 4.17 million people (10% change over 2010) 
• MCAO: 

– 360 Prosecutors, 45 Civil Attorneys, 50 Sworn 
Investigators, plus another 500 support staff, 
including paralegals, secretaries, IT, etc. 

• Over 32,000 Felony Prosecutions in FY 2015. 



Population Demographics 

24.7% of population under 18 (- 1.7%) 

14.2% Over 65 (+ 1.3%) 

56.5% W/Non-Hispanic (- 2.2%) 

30.5% Hispanic/Latino (+ .6%) 

5.9%   African-American (+ .9%) 

4.2%   Asian (+ .7%) 

2.8%   Native American (+ .7%) 
 



Veterans 7.2% 

Foreign Born 14.9% 

Same House Year Before, 80.7% 



Demographic Impacts 

Heterogeneous State; 

Mobile, new to Arizona; 

Multiple Languages 

Multiple Ethnicities 



Maricopa County Attorney’s Office 

 Southwest Corner 30 miles from  
     Mexican Border  
 Hub for Sinaloa Cartel Heroin  
     Distribution 
 Arizona Main Thoroughfare for 
     Drug Trafficking, FY 2015 



Border State Impacts 



Heroin On The Rise 

Border State Impacts 



DUI-Impaired Driver Blood Results 

Other Drug Impacts 



Substance Offenders 
First Time Felony Offenders 

Repeat Felony Offenders 
Habitual Violent Offenders 

Differentiated Response 



Substance Offenders 

• Arizona is a treatment first state 
– 1996 Voters Approved Proposition 200, 

mandating treatment for first two 
possession/use offenses – NO PRISON 

• Deferred Prosecution 
• Diversion 



      TASC Performance 



TASC Outcomes 



Diversion  

Juvenile – 80-90% 
 
Adults – Felony Pretrial Diversion 
Program 



Maricopa County Attorney’s Office 

 
 

Crime and Sentencing 
 



Prisoners in Arizona 2014 

Who is in Prison? 
 



Repeat Felony Offenders 

Default is Probation with determinate sentencing upon revocation 



Habitual Violent Offenders 



Crimes Rates 

Arizona and Maricopa County have experienced a 
precipitous drop in crime rates.  

 
• Overall Crime lowest in 50 years        2014 – 3,597.4    1965 – 3,547.8 

 
• Violent Crime lowest since 1971 2014 –    399.9     1971 –    400.6 

 
• Murder lowest in 50 years              2014 –        4.7    1965 –        5.0 

 
• Property Crime lowest in 50 years      2014 –  3,197.5    1963 – 3,200.4 

 
• Robbery lowest since 1969  2014 –       92.8    1969 –      99.9 

 
• Auto Theft remains lowest since1960 2014 –     261.3    1960 –    338.4 



Specific Crime Rates 

United States vs. Maricopa County crime rates in 2014: 

National Maricopa County 
Violent Crimes 
Property Crimes 

365.5 (-1.0%) 
2,496.1 (-5.0%) 

380.7 (-5.6%) 
3,033.5 (-7.2%) 

Violent crimes: murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault 
Property crimes: burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, arson 



Specific Crime Rates 



The Right People Are in Prison 

• Over 95% have committed a violent 
felony or multiple felonies  
– “Dangerous Offenses” as defined by AZ law 
– Offenses involving injury, weapon use or a sex 

offense 
– Dangerous Crimes Against Children 

• Less than 5% are non-violent first 
offenders 

www.azsentencing.org 
 



Violent Offenders 

• Violent offender population increased by 2.3% 
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Non-Violent Offenders 

• Non-Violent offender population increased by 0.6% 
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The Right People Are in Prison 

• Only 131 of the roughly 40,000 inmates in 
our prison system are there for possessing 
marijuana. 
– Most have pled down from more serious 

offenses. 
– Cannot be incarcerated in prison for first two 

possession/use offenses. 



Incarceration $aves 

 
• 3,100 additional offenders imprisoned 

2005 - 2010 
• 11.5 repeat offenses per year (apx. 1 per 

month) 
• 33-month average prison sentence 
• 98,038 additional crimes prevented 



Incarceration $aves 

98,038 prevented crimes 
 

88,234 (90%) property crimes 
X $1,900 (average cost per offense) 
$167.7 million 
 

9,904 (10%) violent crimes 
X $20,000 (average cost per offense) 
$196 million 



June 2016 Corrections at a Glance 



June 2016 Corrections at a Glance 



Myths: 
Prisons are full of low level,  
non-violent drug offenders 
Prosecutors over charge, under  
disclose, and regularly convict  
the innocent 



Questions? 

? 
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